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This paper is concerned of how transportation infrastructure impact on 
urban-rural income gap. Has transportation infrastructure had influence on urban-rural 
income gap? If it was,which is extent that transportation infrastructure has narrowed 
urban-rural income gap? 
With reform and opening up, China has experienced rapid economic growth. 
However, the process of rapid economic growth, has been accompanied by a lot of 
structural problems, such as the imbalance of supply--demand structure, regional 
development imbalances, etc. Among them, the economic development imbalance 
between urban—rural areas is one of the main problems of unbalanced development 
in various regions. Under the goal of common prosperity, how to narrow the income 
gap between urban and rural areas, has always been concerned by experts and 
scholars. To narrow the urban—rural income gap, the government has issued a series 
of targeted policies and measures, such as the cancellation of agricultural tax, 
increasing prices of agricultural products, promoting the building of new countryside, 
etc. So far, however, the the urban—rural income gap growing problem has not been 
effective in relieving. The gini coefficient as an important criterion for evaluation of 
the income gap between urban and rural areas, has been above the stage for ten 
years.Considering the income gap between urban and rural areas is the main factor 
leading to our country income inequality, and its effect has related to social stability 
and national security. Therefore, resolving the problem has social and economic 
significance.  
As the social overhead capital,transportation infrastructure has always been an 
important part of the national infrastructure investment. At present, the space overflow 
effect of transport infrastructure, and promoting effect on economic growth has been 
confirmed by many scholars. But transportation infrastructure research on the 















million, the widening gap between the rich and poor countries, at the same time, given 
the government every year a huge amount of investment in transportation 
infrastructure, so the traffic infrastructure has given mission should be reflected not 
only in terms of economic growth, should also be reflected in promoting social equity 
and narrow the income gap.  
This paper based on the 1999-2013 Chinese provincial panel data, using the 
panel model and spatial panel model, has got the following conclusions: (1) 
transportation infrastructure can significantly reduce the urban-rural income gap; (2) 
railway in narrowing urban-rural income gap is superior to the highway; (3) The 
impact of transportation infrastructure on urban-rural income gap has regional 
disparties.Transportation infrastructure in the western region has largest impact on 
urban-rural areas, followed by the central region, the least is the eastern region. 
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中国经济在改革开放后历经了快速增长，名义 GDP 从 1978 年的 0.34 万亿
元增长到 2013 年的 58.8 万亿元，年实际平均增长率达到 9.8%①。与此同时，人













林，2011）【2】。截至 2013 年底，中国铁路营运里程增至 11 万公里，高速铁路营
业总里程超过 1.6 万公里，稳居世界第一③。同年，公路里程达到 435.62 万公里，
覆盖全国所有的县级市④。这种快速变化一方面促进了地方经济的快速增长（黄
                                                 
① 此处的增长率为 1978－2013 年平均增长率，数据来源于国家统计局官方网站。 
② 国家统计局数据统计资料显示：中国的基尼系数 2003 年是 0.479，2004 年是 0.473，2005 年 0.485，
2006 年 0.487，2007 年 0.484，2008 年 0.491。然后逐步回落，2009 年 0.490，2010 年 0.481，2011 年 0.477，
2012 年 0.474，2013 年为 0.473。 
③数据来源于国家统计局网站：http://www.stats.gov.cn/tjsj/sjjd/201503/t20150308_690779.html 
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